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Re Rail Central SRFI Application for deferment of Examination 

Response by Blisworth Parish Council  

Registration Identification Number 20018698 

 

Blisworth Parish Council wish to oppose this application to defer the start of the 

Examination process.  

The PC wishes to make the following observations. 

 

• There has been insufficient time allowed between the publication of the Procedural 

Decision by the Examining Authority requesting comments from Interested Parties 

(18th March 2019) and the deadline set by the EA (1st April 2019). Blisworth Parish 

Council meets on the first Monday of each month in the evening. Thus, it would not 

be able to fully consider the issues involved in the Rail Central proposals and respond 

in time because the deadline would have passed. This seems to run counter to the 

statement in the notification from the Planning Inspectorate.  “This process will 

enable anyone who might potentially be affected by the Applicant’s request a fair 

opportunity to make their views known and have them properly taken into 

account”. 

• The Parish Council is dismayed that it is not included as named consultees in section 

10 (Consultation) of Programmes A & B. As representatives of the local community 

that will be most adversely affected by the scheme and any proposed highway 

modelling, we feel strongly that we should be included, and our omission suggests 

that our opinion holds no validity by the Applicant. 
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• Having spent nearly four years in establishing a highways mitigation plan, after 

considerable engagement with relevant authorities, and obtaining expert reports 

and detailed information on forecast flows that are now considered inaccurate such 

that a deferment is requested to produce new plans, the Parish Council would ask 

why these new plans and forecasts will be any more accurate than before? 

• We feel there is an element of gamesmanship by Rail Central in requesting a 

deferment of the start of its Examination, immediately following completion of the 

Examination process for Northampton Gateway.  


